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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Sorrento Tower is a 198-unit, high-rise community, dedicated entirely to providing housing 
to low-income seniors. Built in 1976, the building sits atop a hill providing breathtaking 
views of San Diego and the Paci� c Ocean. Although the building was well maintained, 
at almost 30 years old, it was in need of a capital infusion to replace or repair all major 
components. The RAHD Group, a � rm specializing in the development and preservation 
of a� ordable housing founded by Casey Haeling and Colin Rice, purchased the property, 
immediately commences and subsequently completed a large-scale renovation.

ENERGY UPGRADE DESCRIPTION
A wide variety of items were upgraded to increase the building’s energy e�  ciency. All 
windows in the building were replaced with dual pane, low-e windows. Light � xtures in the 
apartment units and in the � rst � oor common area (lobby, o�  ce, meeting rooms) were 
replaced. The building’s central boiler was replaced with two new high e�  ciency domestic 
hot water (DHW) heaters as well as new 0.25 horsepower DHW circulation pumps with 
demand control. Finally, each apartment unit received an ENERGY STAR® refrigerator.

BENEFITS OF MULTIFAMILY HOME UPGRADES
Overall building energy use was reduced by an estimated 10.4 percent leading to major 
cost savings. New lighting and windows brightened the dwelling units and common 
areas creating a more pleasant and comfortable living environment. Installation of new 
boilers ensures faster water delivery to residents, while also reducing gas consumption — 
bene� tting both residents and the building owner.

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
Energy E�  ciency improvements were part of a larger acquisition/rehabilitation scope of 
work on the Sorrento Tower project. The RAHD Group used four percent Low Income 
Housing Tax Credits and bond � nancing to support the renovation and upgrades.

*Includes all building renovation costs, including energy upgrades.

2875 Cowley Way, San Diego CA 92110

1/198/14

1976

Energy Upgrade CaliforniaTM in San Diego County

RAHD Group

ICON Builders
Phase 3 Construction
Jeanne Fricot (EUC Multifamily Rater)

$5,975,961

$233,640

10.4%

Case Study: Sorrento Tower

“

“

“

“

For more  information, contact TRC Energy Services, SDG&E’s authorized program implementer at 866-352-7457 or at 
sdmultifamily@trcsolutions.com. Energy Upgrade California™ is a state initiative to help Californians take action to save energy 
and conserve natural resources, help reduce demand on the electricity grid, and make informed energy management choices at 
home and at work. It is supported by an alliance of the California Public Utilities Commission, the California Energy Commission, 
utilities, regional energy networks, local governments, businesses, and nonpro� ts to help communities meet state and local energy 
and climate action goals. Funding comes from investor-owned utility customers under the auspices of the California Public Utilities 
Commission. ©2013 Energy Upgrade California. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

It’s rare in construction 
and development when 

improvements can be cost-
e� ective, good for the 

environment, enhance the 
property’s value and bene� t 

the residents’ lives all at once. 
The Energy Upgrade California 

allowed us to do just that!

— Colin Rice, RAHD Group


